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INTERN&TIGNAL CUMMISSION CH.NATION&L PARKS

l. The mnain problem in ‘Lotin Amorlc" is the ropid destruction .
of hobitat or its total tronsformstion ond lack of proper hunting
frepul tlons., This is due mainly .to: the lack of knowledges by
‘Governmunt offlc1vls of the ‘conservation problems. Therefore,ﬁ%.
it s urgent to set -szdé’ﬂreﬁs immedis tely that . can bec later i
develoned into" Nﬂtlonal P“Tksl ‘nd naturali‘reserves Fefore they
are destroyed forever, ¥ T " By o Tes TS - 0 T ERCY GA :

1 ; »
[ * P

248 1 rlso consider it vary im~oprtant that Allirnce f- r Prorress
tgke an nc¢ctive pfction, rrobnbly by sending-technicel ~évisors

in the conservetion -ficld to «the Latin American Countries 2s nort
of.lts.tochnlcnl ~ssist2nce service. 4lso, it is very important
that: some financisl help is ¢iven Ffor. this specific rurnose. . This
probably could be h~ndled thgough =n oponcy 11ke n.I.D."nd;organi—
zZations like. F.4.0. O.A 8. UNESCO

3. With the‘lfﬁitod time remesining to set aside nrtursl rreas,
we must work fast, and one of the best ways to fccomplish this,
necessanily, is to start 2t the top. At the same time we crn ‘nlso
educate the medium =nd lower levels by using the s<me ~udio-visunl
alds that show the-IOCﬂl situation concerning notupal resources—n
tL3stpces the t re'rupldly dlsﬁppeurlng everywhere._ I hove T
personzlly nroved this to be successful from my pcrsonfl exuer1~
ence. I have done this in my country on a small sccle w1th pood’
rcsults. %
- However, we must have help for trovel ?broad; ~nd loc?lly in

“the form of 5 vchicle, prefercbly furnished through diplomstic
chonnels to rveid heavy duties nnd taxes or very high r~rices if
bourht locrlly, this vehicle to be rdequately equi~ped with. the
necesscry ccmerns, film,, -~nd prOJcctor to record ond show the
documepntarics which will be used to prove to Government officicls,
universities, schools, nnd people generally the value of our
n=2tursl resources, spectsculsr scenery, typlccl faruna rnd florsy,
nnd 2rcheolopicnl sites. This ~lso helps in channeling the local
2nd out-of-country tourists to these arers. It is my person2l
cxperience through showing my small pictures snd films of inter-
ostlng sites of Western Colambis thot hos aroused the interest cof

any grours of tourists ~nd they have vxsltnd the nrens shown
ﬂftor sceing them at lectures I hove presented in severnl c1t1es
in western Colambl' 2nd Bog=ts ‘
44 It will be very helpful Fleo th h- ve those movi~s on
c“nserv"tlon ~nd notional parks' which rre- dlstrxhuted by the‘”
Conscrvotion Foundation of New York, some of which I h=ve hzd the
privilege of using with excellent success, I would like to be
=blec to obtain some of this monterirl on a permonent brsis in order
to show it everywhere and through the medium of TV,

4, A teem,. composed of Lir. Hart, Br. Budowski, and rerheps 2
locel interested individual, to visit the countries of Lotin =
America n2nd confer with Government officials and scientists-in - -
‘ench’ country might be one of the best ways to get this rrogrem: .
on the ro=d,. This groupn could observe the actunl problems :
confront1ng the individuszl countries on conservation; develo“ment

and cstablishment of nantional parks and rescrves in relation to
10cal political situations of each arec.: This group could orepare

an 1mpwrtlal rerort on the prescnt existing conditions in er ¢h
country, could suggest solutions: to present problems: =2nd mrke
reccommend~tions for implementing the study -nd selections of
proper.crens, for.developing cnd mrintrining of such zress.” Such
~ report coverigg 211 the Latin Americon countries would mrke =
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.strong appeal toLEié 0 and Allience ‘For Ppogress Por the negessary
technical and"finoncial ossistance needed’ now so thet these precious

: ‘ _ i
and fast-disappearing natural’ ndya.repl ceable ﬁressuréﬁ will be
preserved -ond nlso-the Latin Americnn Cﬂnmi%tee ‘on: NBthﬂ"l P?rks ;
could‘be the body to achleve thls goal, L e , ‘
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™ 4% Much has been Qb achieved in Argentina, Mexico, Brazil, and ;
ﬂenezuela in the last years, although 1t represents a small ;

2 amount of the needs of those countrles,“ Small Puerta Rlca A

has done a remarkabel job in settlng up Nat1onal Parks ‘and ‘ !
Reserves. For most other countrles, however, eveﬁyhlng : b
1 remains to be done. True enough for such‘tountrles. legisla- "J i
» ,tlon prov1des for areas to be protected or at least to remain a
flntact suchfas hlgh peaks, coastal strlps, etc but thlS ig-# 3 é
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: y ¥ only on paper-— there is no thorough understand1ng of- euforcement .
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