In at recent publlcatlonhcﬂ) *: mentioned the fact that. the at‘rlgan cs.ttle :

egret seamed to be sstab_L:Lshed in tne p,lateau of the Gauca Valley Deparf.ment in

Golomb:.a, s:mce I had Qbserved :Lt here for some t:.me mthe year azy'ou.nd, and i

. in numbers and b&hav:.@' that md:.eated that they ‘were permanentn xmmm

!resldents Tabhar, $han mig‘ant visltors. Nevertheless I also mé‘imned that in SP:Lte T

of their abundance and permansnce it had not been possﬂue Tor me '&that date
to find any nests, E A
Shortl.y afterwards, in ths month oi‘ aprll of ‘this year 41958), I was in—--‘

: Toghes by #: Loisng Fr‘.F : RGStrePﬂ”ﬁ*kte that SOIRE > egrets were nestlng in. large Gf s

- _numbers near the tcwn oi‘ Tulua BO m;Lles north o—f Gall. I sed 1nmediately fé’ the :

40 By placeqm I had seen: rrcm some distanc‘e‘ menth bei‘q_/e, what t-h-en I to%for -
3,0, B et "I e Uhorn W2 G TamA T
s a heron roost:..ng piace@since st dusk_.tba-t I observsd a tree covered w:.th

- ) [ ! Wi N - -_'._
_ _whlte 'tngam _'!) t-e—-f).nd tl@re a Kb*eautlfu,l colony of Bubulcu.s :|.bis ib:Ls Mg .

%—H bullt on a very 1arge and tall Saman tgee .“ 3 .naa‘ ﬁ not :.

\. Lt tne soutn™e east or the town. The colony consisted of some 1300 to 550 nasts m -

~different® stage or develropment Sr;)me wez-e belng built at the t:.me a.nd the birds"'.- )

i were very actlve carrﬁ:[ng bu:.ldmg mate;z':l.al tlat, W—hy stlcks, tw:.gs q}nci
_even 1arge branches and small bushes, too bu Iy and heavy :or their carriers_..:-ha%

FEN i Yo

{ﬁany nests contalned eggs to Judge I'J:'om the bn.rds‘ ant:.cs, Some oi' wh:.ch wez-e

s e m e e

5 nests. Enm \ﬂmy mors nests wers sccupled by young blrds from recently hatched

ones, ‘to blrds devemp mg feathers and even many almost ﬁéad,y to leave tne nes




; WJA b :
- 55&&’,&180 some young, ones

: 1;' "trees, ané also on a tall dead (k:l.ll.ed by toe’ blrds) Gualanday trne '-Jacaranaa' j

". but J.arger tnah tpe other thrae trees. ThlS second colony was :.n 6 t
% .




Al - y ) e T ‘W i’* I
been establishect tnere two yearshago, and.showed usﬂwo rbig dead CElbaS écelba_

-}}':_tandm,*) that were occupled by the blrd-s 1n tne bt.ag;g.nna.n%¢ and dleu hecause of the

"""Vi_’-bird inaasmn. Also they men’blzned tne fact tnat t.he bJ.J:ds had been x:nestmg tnera

"55\‘ mm

-later v151t to tne place and f""' d out for myseli whlt tnr ce&i:&-he :|.n thls stateme
S, }\

_'_ ca.me from one dlrect:,on only,vm"




of tne nesting perlod 1n___: he' very m:.ddle e»f tn ﬁore 'densely populated' t.re a

breeuing benavw r in.
Ao d, dasefedoss, “”F

g ' -_V'am&é.st m

Ato three 'chlcks mestly 0; in many mstances tne young were qulte d:.i‘ferent in

: age 1ndlcat1ng some delay in the laylng of the eggsammlacement

il ﬂ,ﬂ.ﬂ-"’“‘“ A .,,,,,.ﬂ-a-..)'.h_‘
o

.Je»fs e%:b»rowrf’ E'ff the n St--durlng M&ghts.a

In ny secongd nsn'. to the Guacari co].ony I observed that one of the Gerba

_trees orlglnally used by the bcﬂ:ds as}l‘nesting site had been c-.ut down as dead some o

'b:l.me earlier but the other'_Celba, to m;r surprlse 13 comlng back to lli‘e and shcm.s ;

-r.many new. leaves on- 1ts we&‘bern suie, ﬁow tnat.ls‘ -sgl,dom used by the himtx egr_ets, a-x;_d'-"-

HO
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then oniy as restlng p}.ace.ﬁ "

5 Ty I11 contrast to what has been ahs-ave’d recently (Haveraehmzldt .1957') on the o

'roostlng hablta of these hgrets 111 .‘aurmam, Lessrs. Iaraznlllo and famlly in orm ,m‘e’

 bnat at’ about 7 to 7. 50 p.m. (eto‘ps completely all act1vity

-%re no:.se or. cackl:mg is heard-,:du.rlng the nlghg. mm vevidence—-eilf 1’0-&5@:&1-@0&-— i




"-'i:‘GOlOIllES OI brneding b:l.rds are found. m on’ solld ground w:.th no ]

: jegretsj\tnere, 1ot in great 'numbers, qurbusually in small floolcs

30 miles east oi‘ the base of the Andes in the low flat country covr:red w1th -the

is belng carrleo out by the new comex;fs These hdve probably reached' hat

d:cy country dﬂ ooc:za{monaalls{ri r1ce paddiesl to marsfi ‘ares

i

-~

ﬂock of 60 birds come as early as 6 a.m. 7

Durlng a study and’ eol._t.ectlng trip'

bia in February dnd Marchﬂ%hls year, I__obaerved We@a 3 -

Cle”

at tne most Gollccted a couple for tne reoord.

In a reoent tr:.p,,,to the upper Putumayo area éﬁ the A:;Lazon basm and about

ik

amazonian JGungle, anc 1n cattle-grazmg ilelds recently opened up therf}l was
grt.::t‘ 4 - s

,ur'surprlsed to See some cattle egrets, F:Lrst 'blIilE‘T Saw m a solltary blrd later,k_:ys

 ‘I lo<:uted e small flook of about - 50 whlch show how tne invasion of tnls continent

the Amazon by followm_i tie large r:wers to the west "‘“” 4"""‘" vieke “‘““"“‘"“'m““’

ol “"" 3
S : :

£i1l remﬂ‘lns to be fol.m.d oﬂ the Pacufic Coast of Colombla and on tha
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‘331558 Valley, which I would not be surprlsed to see. soon tnrough the ‘upper. plateau Fata
-oI Popayan whlch glves the 1dea1 means oj; reqchlng the Patla Valley for b1rds :

mlgratlng south éf the Cauca Valley, whence tney can follow the Patla to the Pa-"' 5

:-, ; ri;‘ s
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