mhwummmmphmermammqmmg
anug -mzmaehmoanmammctmtmymm,ma X

“sm um visttars, Nevertheless I als fientioned hat in spite of ther
O .ma.mmmunmmhmmum:uuwmsuuufm
any nests, N
Shortly afterwards,.in tie mouth of April of tds year, ma.:mm
qunsmn.r.mwu.mzmmmmnushw
‘mhwzmrth-tmarmaﬂmmnachIm

thphu;mamthmltw:&dmmmmmM:MMn -,
mmtmpnmsmunamzmamm-nn-mﬁn K
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. Tha golony consisted of some 300 to 350 nests in aifferént mgco:ammms.
'mmmmmm. at tsht tm.mmnm&amnnnﬁinwm '
buildiog meteriel that consisted of sticks, tuigs, and even large branches m
mums,mormnummmnnmmwummm
hmtrmthoaar mmmmma not reach the hu&ahtetw
j p ,fmwcﬁcutomtnaﬁm tom&h ttﬁthmlo-dtMlmm
\muw.mmmxummmoxmu:&nmmnmm um
Tmmhmmzu,wnstammnm.mof-huhmmmm
_gut by the pugnacious egrets tist kept chasing each other from ths nests, Meny mers
__,_"immmw:cmum,mmmummm,hmaw
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Toe ground under the tree was literally covered with egg shells, twigs that
were being reused by birds that mdainra: them, dropped food, live young, and

rina nestlings too young u’Mu the fall, And there were of course droppings «

end regurgitated pellets.

‘The ommer of the farm in which Bais colony wes established informed me that
the birds had started their colony there sometime in January or early February,
{feirly dry season here) of tais year for the first time, This visit gave me an
opportuaity to take sose pictures of the colony and of some of the life that was
going on in it @ few of which illustrate this paper. Besides the black end m
pictures I ‘got excellet color tmsmiu too,s |

One month later, I M'th. privilege to be -eemha by Dr. Alden Hy Miller,

to visit ancther colony of M near Guaceri, about 50 miles nmn of

Cali, m 30 miles south of the other colony visited earlier, Mhlpli&&lm
nentiondng heve thet bota these colonies, ave nesr the base of the Gentiel Andes
mwuﬁmym. where they get all the afternoon sun, and also both ere

located Mm- mmlﬂ“ mmmmm is constent activity
ofmm,mmwsummimnunnw.WMua
mtwhmmbymmermpum. Of course when one &p=

_ 'nmmm.mormmmumoau.mwrmamu
| ‘-maumu respective places, |

Phis second colony is -hmt-d for the most prt. on two low, but laerge Ghimine
engo trees, (Pthecellobinmt dulce. ), end alsc on a tall dead (killed by tne
birds) Gualendey tree (Ja ,m:yomm.mtuugumma .
which the first colony is establisied, but larger than the other thres tiees,

This new colony wes in about the same stege of activity as the firet one, M'i_!_f’l por e
end I estimate this colony $o contein sbout 500 nests, The lower zagug of Hadim

of the nests here mﬁiﬁ ‘better observation -naum some pictures of the

‘young in the nests, In both colonies the hrmymm birds found on the ground




p!

-3
looked strong end heeltly, they prebably were feeding upom food dropped from ebove,
or else were being fed by ththpgé.ntl; wiile younger ones were sterving and seme
were found desd, Others mansged to elimb back elong low branches end aventually
reached their nests in tuis second colony, |

We were told by Messrs, hm_és.uo. the ranch owners, thal this colony had bean
esteblished there two yeers ago, and they showed us two big desd Geibas (Ceiba pene
tandra) thet were oceipied by the birds in the beginning end waich died because of
the bird invesion. Also they mentioned the fact that the birds had been nesting
ﬂwnqaﬁl.mhlly for two years, This seemed quite unususl to us, so I decided to
msrmn-u to the place and find out rerwulfﬁnt thruth there was in
this stabenent, According on Decesber 7 I drove to the mite %o £ind that the.birds
were still abundsnt bhere, eerly in the afterncon; possibly over one hundred birds
were seen, but I found thet only very few old nests remsined, four or five of whieh
hed apparently been receatly ebendoned, end only one conbeined a full grown nestling;
well feathered, that followed the parents along tie branches begging for food, %o
return inmedistely to the mest end go out again, calling Comtinually, Most of the
birds now were young with black bill; there were fewer adults with yellow bills,

At mbout five o*clock in the afternoon started the perade of flocks of birds
coming to Foost at the plage. These flocks consisted of from b or 6 to 25 or 30
egrets each, and what at the beginning vas e small flock every three to five minutes
developed into en elmost continuous stream of white forms, the flocks being larger
end spaced & fow hundred yards, sometimes less thah fifty yards aperts Most of the
birds ceme from one direction only, wth-mm in this instence, The new comers
settled on the seme trees that were drudw accupied by toe mmm birds, -

So ar far as my observation gﬁu proof, it seems that the u%tl.,;ggnu
nave here @ pericd of rest during whien they do not carry on breeding. No aebivity
was observed in the whole afterncon that would indicate eny new building of nests

or sny breeding behavior.
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site during the year, uﬁiiﬁu -mﬁm place ﬂﬁo netbuﬂn; u?ﬁe’nm
s - R R Yy o \" 3 v‘h 'Pl%‘

 do ot seen to réalize bhat the birds are aa% a
*érw aifrererice in mtﬁw ‘and pertéiances of thé irds.
“ Anoier wmu inbtéresting obsérvation worth oiting here 18 tiat @ pair of
! were among the cattle omts&urmmmkor
the m%ﬁag‘“ﬁw&a id tie Very middle of the move densely populated tres, They
‘seeed not to bother of be bored by tie egrets of ti6 other genus. Not withstandi
mm:mr mﬁmﬂﬁmmmn’i‘m.mﬁq% :‘*

mmmwm mmm mm, cmﬁ ‘Tor Mm&nﬁs

Ve hefigt ‘of ‘tue’ t#ess n the seond Solbay 16 e sds{er; sons nests hal Fred’
‘bne 6o tliree’ GhickS; mostly teo; in mhny instences ¥ young wers quite aifferent
s L g Porp’ i Galay Th Ve Layii of ¥hh ‘Wz The ResH S5 rel
‘wtively smell end when the young attsin some develophent tusr 1 svarcelp roon for
m,mmmmmm.nmmm m&m;vammehn
lerger size, wm ‘thie nest end perch on the amu-nt branches where t

mwmmhuwm“uucumawmm.mmm
mw%ﬁtuttmmm*mm%nﬁmwm e
“0n the trees tust have lost thelr Yeaves bessuse urmm"‘:‘:‘j‘*mmm
wmwmmn umprotected fron hﬁwmm
' mmwmwm«#w mmmu néiimmsn
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. the Patfa Valley mmmmmmmmmmmmm
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