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“THE CONSERVATION SITUACION I¥ COLOMBIAM

Even though the title asigned to ay comtribution is:
# Colombian Zoes and their Influence on Conservation”, 1 like to ralk
here about someting that is wore iwportant for the conservation of
wildlife than not our small zoos not only ia Colombia, but also in

other Latin aAmericzan countries, where the situaclén is aimost the same,

in Colombla we have three small Zoos, Ome in Barranguille,
This onz has now about 20U animals, well fod and Zairly well kept but,

both the vernacular and sciemtific names, are in many casas wrong,

Hedallfn has a Zoo too, here we have almost the same situatian,
but some of the labels are used te describe, as in the case of a Jaguar,
the ferocity and cattle killing prowesses of the animal, wich does notk

halp cansarvation,

In Pareira, there is 2 nice location fov the Zoo and they have
a good numbor of animals well kept and clean, but here again we find the
saie problem of wrongly lsbeled specimens im the most part and what is
worse, they den't want to change the names, Food is not adeguate in some

cases,

1 consider that our smnll Zoos have no influence in helping
conservation, and 1f there is any influence, this may be a bad c¢ne,
stimulating the capture of animals, many of which die before reaching
the 700, or shortly after, due to imprepsr care, transpo;tntiﬁn, or lack

of propexr food.



But what I want to talk aboui is the devzstation that is
taking placa, not only in the way of killing aniamals, but what is vorsa,
the tdé rapid destruction of the Lorests and 6ther habitats, which combinsd
with continuous hunting and the more'r?cent use oi pesticides and poisonsy

are accelarating the destruction of the fauna,

Colombia is well known the world over for its wealth in bizxd
1ife, or at least in the known number of bird's species wecorded from its
territory, Unhappily, I think, at least 500 of the listed forms wsubspeciese

can not be found now in this counizy,

Very vast areas, wWnere nob many years ago, there were beautiluvi
and luxuriaﬁt tropical fovesis, hava been converted info pastureland or
agricultural areas, But where the wmost oi damage, not only to the fawma
and florz, tut also to the water suply and soil, is taking placey, is in
the Andeen regidn thac iu Colombia branches in three Cordilliszas, of which

the more afected ave the central and eastern cordilleras,

Bvery e¢iforz is needed to help the establisbment of Hational
Parks, or Hatural Reserves, in some of the few areas still suitable for
this purpuse, because before long, nothing will be laft large enough, Lo
dasarve its p:GSQrvatiaé as a wild area, Tha lorests are baing dastroyed
yery rapldly by axe and matches, -wood- cutting and burning. Hot even
important watersheds escape the destruction, and large aud smcller cities
are suffering frowm drought, insulficient hydreslscivic power, and the

vallays lack enough water for irrigaltion of thelr cultivated areas,

Hare, we are concernad with conservation of wildiife, so 1

will inforn about saveral problems we have la relation with this subject.

The oroblem has different sourcess a) the principal one, is
dostruction of the habitat, The trnsformation of forests into pastures,
and farming land, Shifting cultivation is perhaps what affects more
sonservationg when these activities take place in very stesp hillsides of
the Andes, or when the soil is apt to be washed away, in very few years

the beautiful forests are transformed in to waste lands, deserts or recks,
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and the abundant wildlife disapears in most cases, or is replaced by

a few new spacies of open country, b) Another is continuous hunting,
with no bag linits or closed seasonsg or regulatiocns as to presexvation
of femalas, e¢) Commercialization of wildliie, This has two aspects,
Cne is ithe caplure and selling of live animals of all kinds: mammals,
birds, reptiles, fishes. The other is the export of wild animal's

skins, including those of game auimsis,

in the first case, thousands of animals are exported alive
every year, buty with some spacies, many more die before one specimen
reachas alive its destinatinn, 23 is the case with colombian (uetzals,
Cockseof«llock, many Tanagers, and flesheating spacies, because of
improper care and food., In the casa of {uetzals and Cockseof-the-Rock,
1 believe that no less than 30 die before one rveaches alive iis destination,
tne week, ons exporter shipped 20 queczalé alive, How many died bafore?
Parrots are shipped by the thousands monthly to Mexico, £rom whers they
are smugled into the United States, ot even reptiles‘or fishes escape
the trade, Yundreds of thousands are exported alive, from lizards,
caimans, turtles, to all kinds of fishes, With this paper 1 submilt as
information som= figures given by official inspaciors in Cali, and -
leticla, amnd denuncad'by an sporting magezine of Barrangquilla. The '
figures for Cali and Barranquilla are short of the reality, many specimens
leave the countzy unchecked, The figures for Cali anﬁ Barranquilla refer

only to live specimens, while theose for Leticia inelude skins tooe

Turtle eggs are collected in very large numbers, endangering
their survivale This takes place in the lagdalena, lMeta, and Caquetd

rivers mainly,.:

ﬂany gams animals are slaughtered for theilr skins as is the
casey with peccaries, deer, Jaguar, ocelot, amazonian oiter (Pterenura)._
Others as the Capibara, are killed by the thousands to sell the meat,

Trowing away the valuable skins,

This tradey, I think, is more difficult to stop as the one of
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live animals, because sems official agencies sponser this kind of trade

in ofder to obtaln exchange mongy,

Buying countries like imited States, Tngland,H0lland, Belgium
and lermany , coﬁdi help a lot in weducing or perhaps even in eancelling
this dangerous practice, if they could do something to reduce or stop
their imports of live animals, or of the so ecalled *“Pets"™, permiting

only this activity teo well stablishesd Zoos,

Colombia is at this point striving for the stablishment of
‘national ?arks; and parﬁaps sone ﬁature reservas, oub we consecvationists,
need help to be abla to convince the government authorities to take
action, Three kave been recently established in the north by C.V.Hs a
govarnmen: agancy for the development of the Valleys of Rivers Magdalena
and Sind, A;so one larue area "Sierrva de la ilacarena” has baan
established as a Nature Reserva, with 11,000 square kilimeters, alsc
one small area was established to protect the Oli Birds, as Farque Hae
clonal YCuaeva de los Gudcharos®, but these last two ne=d organizacion

and vigilance,

Two more areas have been selacted by the Departamentosdal
Valle and Cauca, one is 4Faralloaes de Cali" highest mountain in the
‘western Sndes, in Vaille,; and "Pﬁracé"'in the Central Andes in Cauche
Aut unhappily wmtil now, thess two éregs have not been approved by the
central government, and destruction of flora and fauna countinues there,
 These sheould be saved before thie destruction is such that they are

unfitted for National Parlis,

Film on the Condor in Southern Colombia., o £ilm of this species in

the site of Juanambd, where the deep canyous form a natural habicat for
~the condory, a few pairs still leave.

The owner agreas to gilve to Lhe Colombian Scciety for the conservation

on Hature, the bluffs that Zorm the home of the condors, and peraits



the use of his ranch-house by bird watchers or students,

'Some noney is needed to arrange facilities to £ix the piacu
and the roads It is only 10 minutes drive from one air port that can
be reached by propeller air planes from €ali in one hour, This amount
is estimated in 8 to 10 thousand dollars to save this coador rafuge and
give some confori to visitors, Condors can be seen all yeat long, and

visitors staying 24 hours may be granted to see them,
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