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REPUBLICA DE COLOMBIA
DEPARTAMENTO DEL VALLE DEL CAUCA No.

SECRETARIA DE AGRICULTURA Y GANADERIA

Cali, March 29th, 1963

Mr, William J, Hart
Park Planning Specialist
International Commission on National Parks
Park System Planning Project
- 2000 P, St,, N.W.,
Washington 6, D, C.- U.S.A,

Bear Mr, Hart:

I have just received your very interesting letter of the 23rd, inst.
informing me of your project of coming mext May to Cali, to help us in the develop
ment of the Parque Nacional de los Farallones de Cali, I am very very grateful
for your interest in helping us, and also for Dr, Coeolidge's kindmess in asking
you to come to Celembia first,

Our main problem arfses from the lack of interest or knowledge from
the part of the Ministry of Agriclilture in the establishment and developing of the
national parks. I have proposed several times, specially during meetings and con-
gresses the establishmente of several mational parks, This Idea has had very good
echo in the oresent attendants, and recomendations have been drafted for the Minis
terio, in order that it takes active move towards this end, but umhapily, the Mid
nisters are changed so often that it is practicaly imposible to get some results.
Due to this peculiar circumstance, common to all Latin-Americam Coumtries, after
consulting with all representatives of these countries, I propesed Recommendation
No, 8 of the Seattle Meetting, by which it is asked that wherever possible the
control of Natural Resources, and spesjaly the National Parks and Nagural.Reser-.. . ..
ves be vested upon an autonomous bedy, non pelitical, so there will be contimuity
of programs and efforts, only way to do this in these coumtries, ~ '~ -~ "7

Unhapily in Colombia, while this is the intention of President Valen-
cia, to do, it has not yet been possible to start due to very difficult social, po-
litical, and economic circumstances affecting administration, But I hope that when

you are here we can visit together Dr, Valencia, a personal close friend, and get
him started on this move,

Your proposals are very sound and meet with my approval, I think wor-
king along these lines we will be able to do a good job here,

In the mean-time I may inform you that we have started the organiza-
tion of a board to hasten the development of the Parque de los Farallones de Cali
project, In this board are represented seweral g tal, civic, and private

orgun%. E representative is very enthusiastic about the project and
commission (workingmg have been elected to distribute the activities taking place
now, I hope to be able to write to you again soon about how things are developping
here in Caji, I have addressed the Secretary of Agriculture for authorization to
tBhke care of your hotel expences while here, since the C,V,C. (Corporatién Autfno-
ma Regional del Cauca) on which is vested the consfvation of matural resources in
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