Birds Collected in the Patfa Valley, Colombia

Supplemental Memo. based on Skins left by C, Lehmann-V,

Catharus aurantiirostris

Having seen two additional '@ from Rio San Jorge 12 and 13 Nev.1965
(pkys d' from same locality 12 Nov. 1965, already returned via Father Oli-gﬂ*f'

vares to Haffer), I can say that the differences grom G. a. ; haeonleurus

49%), The Rio San Jorge birds are distinctly withe: Beluw. the white 18 purer .

and more extensive on the throat, the gray c

difference may be the result of foxing of our phaeoﬁleurus specimens, whic
and may have become browner with age, as often happens in museum

aler on the'chest, andcwtthﬁnénéxextgnstve sﬁﬁaw”'i;” 5
a kf‘han our ghaeggleurus series, You thus probably have a reall

‘ ol The quiestion whether the differences are. sufficien ty_.
Juatify-a subspecific name is a matter of opinion, Thirty ytars
‘ornithological practice certainly would have'provided an affirmative
Today many ornithologists w would say no. For example;ul showedrthe
, Dr, C. Vaurie, and while he immediately noted the differences, he v,
that he would not describe a new species even though the differences il

 were evident as they were not strong, In Catharus aurantiirostris there are

two distinct groups morphologically, the aurantiirostris group, in which' 'he
_cap is brown concolor with the back, and the griseiceps group, with the cap ‘ s
_gray contrauting with the back, to which phaeopleurus and the Patia population L

ong, Catharus griseiceps, from southwestern Costa Rica, Panama and western
olombia, was regarded as a distinct species until Zimmer pointed out that

the reappearance of the brown-hgaded birds in eastern Colombia made the

‘specific merger of the two obvioudly allied groups logical, since the

. aurantiirostris group ranged through most of Middle America; More interesting
than the iquestion ahétﬁer the Patfa pspulation should be given éubspecific.status,
is the relation betweén the gray-headed and browneheaded gruups in Colombia,

To they differ in song, eggs, nests, habitat preferences and soft part co;org, -
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or is head color a reflection of habitat rather than of intimate relationship?

Tiaris fuligfinosa

In addition to the specimens previously mentioned, Lehmann left two 4
one from Hacienda Guachicono, Bolivar, Cauca, Dec. 14, 1965, and one from
Rio San Jorge, 16 km, south of E1 Bordo, Cauca nov, 12, 1965, The Guachi.coao’
specimen seems to have an all blackish bill row buwi.t 1is labelled "ptco cuer
no café" (also iris cafe oscuro, patas café, gonadas 6mm, o ad, It is

slightly palér below than the other 'txample. The
similar soft parts in the skin (no label 1nd1c' .
test, 7 x 6 mm, "  Neither bird uﬁ'c an, lat
abdomen distinctly paler than the bres

on, beyond ";kull bssif.; ? =
;i'hese« two. birds have the -
”che other cpec:l.nens
seen from Colombia, I really canmot _ wl ' ;ﬁg'qlready written

Haffer, i

 race there is a fair amount of individual variation of males, in

1 _ to_nnlify of gray; perhaps a matter of age, De Sthauensee's :
irds of Colombia" might mislead some field students regarding the @ifficult

| question of field separation from the allied S, schistacea, He says inter-

media has a smaller bill; the length of the culmen does average shorter} but

the maxilla (as he points out in his useful paper on the genus ggoroghila of e
intermedia is distifictly deeper than that of gchistacea, although both are |
ither. big-billed Sporophila, and both seemed to have yellow bills, May-

in life there is some difference in soft part colors, and there is probab-

-,jly a diféerence in song, I don't know S, intermedia. S. schistacea, unlike !
most Sporophila, is a blrd of forest borders or wooded edge, usually seen J

perched on fair-sized trees, though not high up, at least in Panama,

Forpus conspicillatus

Your f from Hojafras, Opper Patfa Valley, 15 Nov, 1965, test, 7 x 4 m”, .
, I would place in the subspecies caucae. It differs, to be sure, from our

series of adult males from the Dept, of Cauca is the reduced blue eye-ring,
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the less violaceous, blue of the rump and lower back, and somewhat more
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restricted blue of the wings, All these characters point to ﬁ degre§-0£
immadurity, i, e., that the specimen had not attained the definitive adult
male plumage. In our collection we have a specimen much like it, taken by
Richardson at Caldas and sexed * ¢ " , but the distinctly rich blue rump
and lower back, and blue on the wings indicate a probably not fully adult
male; this bird has even less blue about the eyes‘

Synallaxis brachyuraxfa

lombia" de Schauensee did not rec;

erhaps he inadvertently .‘géﬁg
‘,;overlooked it for he did not menti >

pperfCauca Valley) at
. all, He recognized this race in ht‘
‘ lonbia" %

Pekide - o

R S s
Tﬁlpecinens seem correctly allocated to goodfellewi

2 i

Poliop:ﬁ%% plumbea

* ey

our specimens seem to be correctly assigned to ggguae .

Leptotila verreauxi

Your & from El Bordo, Cauca, agrees with decolor,

By Zenaida apriculata

The J’ from Quebrada Hojarras is intermediate between caucae and _

hypoleuca of Ecuador, being paler below than caucae and deeper’ colored
than hypoleuca. The bird f:om Patfa is paler and has almost white under
, tail-coverts (with only a faint tinge of pale buff basally); I would place
n this specimen in hypoleuca,

¢
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Catharus (Hylocichla) ustulatus,

1 would assign your Catharus (Hylocichla) ustulatus tothe race of

 eastern North America, swoinsoni.. 1 gather this unsexed bird was taken
19 km from Cali - not in the Patfa Valley.
migrant through Panama to Colombia.

Swainsooi is the common

Sporophi la

am not prepared

(1 have- notﬂneasuted our

eper - W:ln'your birds,

has a relatively deeper bi ﬁ,

Nos; 248, 249 and 251 a11 ﬁ from El Bordo 700 ft, Dec, 16-19,
1965 look below essentially like 250, although shows a bit more buffy on
A-i'the lower ahdomen and is a bit duller above, The bills seem a bit less
-deep», but l:hi.s ‘may ‘he because they are not well positioned. I am 1ne11ned

to th:l.nk then nigricollis.

I..et me saw I do not feel positive as to any of these Female
Sporophila ideﬁtifications as 1 have never studied the genus as a whole _
nor the Colombian representatives in particular. I should be more posi.r.:lve
if Ilkmew what atiulr. males you had collected in the Patia areas
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